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	Aspects of Performing Arts Covered:

	Musical Theatre
Mime
Performance
Dance
Singing
Acting
Mime
Spoken Word



Voice and Character Development
Focus: Singing and Acting

Year 1

· Children will look at well-known characters from stories and performances they recognise and evaluate the character’s artistic performances and learn about techniques used.

· Children will begin to learn what ‘makes’ a character - voice, looks, special skills/powers, songs or music etc.

· Children will learn to change and adapt their voice to match certain characters and begin to create their own.

· Learn vocal techniques and learn the understanding of safely warming up their vocal chords.

· Study a character in depth and practice performing as that character for an entire musical number using vocal and acting techniques learnt - for example, as Mary Poppins in Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.

Year 2


· Children will look at well-known characters from stories and performances they recognise and evaluate the character’s artistic performances and learn about techniques used.

· Children will begin to learn what ‘makes’ a character - voice, looks, special skills/powers, songs or music etc.

· Children will learn to change and adapt their voice to match certain characters and begin to create their own.

· Learn how to ‘hot seat’ to get into a character and also explore other exercises to get into character.

· Explore the pyramid of vocal techniques including posture, breathing support, placement, tone, diction and expression and apply these when warming up/practising musical numbers with support of the teacher in the classroom.

Year 3

· Watch lots of different types of performances on stage, film and television including musicals, plays and films and analyse the characters and the  voice.

· Explore how gesture, postures and body language affects character roles. Explore accents and how these impact performances.

· Learn how to ‘hot seat’ to get into a character and also explore other exercises to get into character.

· Explore the pyramid of vocal techniques including posture, breathing support, placement, tone, diction and expression and apply these when warming up/practising musical numbers with support of the teacher in the classroom.

Year 4

· Watch character performances and note the differences and similarities in their voices.

· Explore how the use of voice changes and adds to a character performance.

· Practice different accents and voices - play a variety of games to build confidence with this.

· Learn how to ‘hot seat’ to get into a character and also explore other exercises to get into character.

· Explore the pyramid of vocal techniques including posture, breathing support, placement, tone, diction and expression and apply these when warming up/practising musical numbers with support of the teacher in the classroom.

Year 5

· Explore a variety of performances on stage and in film and get the children to determine the difference between main characters and extra characters, e.g. costume, lighting, props, lines.

· Hot seating to develop characters and understand the experiences they might have had in life to get them to where they are. In addition, look at how characters can change throughout a story. Use techniques such as ‘emotion memory’.

· Explore the pyramid of vocal techniques including posture, breathing support, placement, tone, diction and expression and apply these when warming up/practising musical numbers with support of the teacher in the classroom.

· Look at what makes a character - posture, diction, accent, costume etc.

· Think about how to use voice effectively, pausing, pacing, pitch, pattern etc.

Year 6

· Explore a variety of performances on stage and in film and get the children to determine the difference between main characters and extra characters, e.g. costume, lighting, props, lines.

· Hot seating to develop characters and understand the experiences they might have had in life to get them to where they are. In addition, look at how characters can change throughout a story. Use techniques such as ‘emotion memory’.

· Look at what makes a character - posture, diction, accent, costume etc.

· Think about how to use voice effectively, pausing, pacing, pitch, pattern etc.

· Encourage children to independently warm up vocal chords and lead warm up sessions.






Creating and Improvising
Focus: Acting

Year 1

· Children will understand what adds to a performance to make it more dramatic and engaging.

· Learn how to break into song and act with dramatic music playing.

· Learn techniques and exercises to increase confidence.

· Children will have support from the teacher to create their own stories from improvised characters and learn the importance of working together to share ideas.

Year 2

· Learn techniques and exercises to increase confidence.

· Learn how dramatic tension can be developed through costume, makeup and props.

· Children will have support from the teacher to create their own stories from improvised characters and learn the importance of working together to share ideas.

· Children evaluate characters and use them as inspiration to create their own. For example, use inspiration from Elsa being a snow queen and create a character who has fire powers.

Year 3

· Explore how to make a performance more dramatic and engaging.

· Explore how to make an engaging performance with just body language - explore mime.

· Play improvisation games to improve speech, confidence and communication, and spontaneous responses.

· Learn how to devise a script and develop characters.

Year 4

· Explore scenes that have different kinds of dramatic elements and discuss what these add to the performance.

· Explore how to make an engaging performance with just body language - explore mime.

· Explore and practice improvisation - how to get a natural flow in speech and the switching between speech and song. Use different exercises to play around with this concept.

· Children begin to use knowledge of characters to devise a script and think about adding in addition elements such as music, staging, lighting, costume, props etc.

Year 5

· Explore how to make an engaging and believable performance - workshops.

· Devise and share with peers - encourage children to work independently but offer full support.

· Explore a variety of scripts that include learnt choreography, a song and spoken text.

· Explore techniques to improve line learning memory and improvisation.

· Children begin to use knowledge of characters to devise a script and think about adding in addition elements such as music, staging, lighting, costume, props etc.

Year 6

· Explore how the music and songs in a musical are just as important as the written script as they add to the storyline. Explore in depth different performances.

· Explore how characters break into song - practice using short script, a song and a dance routine.

· Look at monologues and practice these working on memory, conviction, emotion and timing.

· Use the stage and use of props, costumes etc to add to performance.

· Developing improvisation skills - looking at visualising the character, playing with character traits, mannerisms, space, time, mime, speech, gestures and physicality and perform these characters with confidence.

· Create devised scripts in groups.


Using Scripts and Memory Development
Focus: Acting and Dancing

Year 1

· Look at an extract of a script from a film or musical.

· Practice learning lines and learning how to expand memories, for example repetition, reading aloud, listening back to themselves.

Year 2

· Use small extracts from scripts and practice using vocal and acting techniques to create scenes in small groups.

· Practice learning lines and learning how to expand memories, for example repetition, reading aloud, listening back to themselves.

· Learn about staging and directions.

Year 3

· Explore how the music and songs in a musical are just as important as the written script as they add to the storyline. Explore different performance in depth.

· Explore how characters break into song - practice using short script, a song and a dance routine.

· Give children a character description and ask them to add their own voice, gestures and movements to how they think best represents the character they’ve been given.

· Learn choreography and why it is so important and what it adds.

Year 4

· Explore how the music and songs in a musical are just as important as the written script as they add to the storyline. Explore in depth different performances.

· Explore how characters break into song - practice using short script, a song and a dance routine.

· Give children a character description and ask them to add their own voice, gestures and movements to how they think best represents the character they’ve been given.

· Look at monologues and practice these working on memory, conviction, emotion and timing.

· Learn choreography and why it is so important and what it adds.

Year 5

· Explore how the music and songs in a musical are just as important as the written script as they add to the storyline. Explore in depth different performances.

· Explore how characters break into song - practice using short script, a song and a dance routine.

· Give children a character description and ask them to add their own voice, gestures and movements to how they think best represents the character they’ve been given.

· Use the stage and use of props, costumes etc to add to performance.

· Look at monologues and practice these working on memory, conviction, emotion and timing.

· Explore different exercises to support confidence in line learning and memory.

Year 6

· Explore how the music and songs in a musical are just as important as the written script as they add to the storyline. Explore in depth different performances.

· Explore how characters break into song - practice using short script, a song and a dance routine.

· Look at monologues and practice these working on memory, conviction, emotion and timing.

· Use the stage and use of props, costumes etc to add to performance.

· Develop an in-depth knowledge of stage directions.


Different Roles Backstage and Onstage/Performance
Focus: Singing/Dancing/Acting

Year 1

· Learn about staging and directions

· Explore what else adds to a performance - costumes, props etc.

· Children will begin to add choreography to their performances.

Year 2

· Children look at the costume, props and makeup in different performances on stage and in film and discuss how it adds to performance.

· Look at the same show performance on a stage and in film and discuss the difference and similarities.

· Begin to create a performance by adding in read lines, singing and dancing.

Year 3

· Explore the importance of the ‘behind the scenes’ roles in theatre, on film and television sets.

· Work on children’s confidence with acting, singing and choreography.

· Begin devising a short script and adding singing and choreography.

Year 4

· Explore the importance of the ‘behind the scenes’ roles in theatre, on film and television sets.

· Work on children’s confidence with acting, singing and choreography.

· Begin putting together a short script and adding singing and choreography.

· Explore why music and songs are vital to a script in a musical - think about adding emotion for dramatic effect.

Year 5

· Explore the importance of the ‘behind the scenes’ roles in theatre, on film and television sets.

· Work on children’s confidence with acting, singing and choreography.

· Begin putting together a short script and adding singing and choreography.

· Explore why music and songs are vital to a script in a musical- think about adding emotion.

· Read lines off a script and showcase all skills learnt.

Year 6

· Explore the importance of the ‘behind the scenes’ roles in theatre, on film and television sets.

· Work on children’s confidence with acting, singing and choreography.

· Begin putting together a short script and adding singing and choreography.

· Explore why music and songs are vital to a script in a musical- think about adding emotion.

· Read lines off script and showcase all skills learnt.

· Work towards a production. Hold auditions and add in costumes, props, lighting etc.
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